
 ✓Live, interactive debate between  

high-powered experts

 ✓The newest investigation 

technology demonstrated

 ✓West, Texas, catastrophe dissected

 ✓Avoiding spoliation disasters

Fire Science 
and Litigation
Following the Arc to 
the Latest Legal and 
Technological Developments

November 6–7, 2014

FireSky Resort

Scottsdale, Arizona



DRI’s Fire Science and Litigation Seminar will offer an in-depth analysis of issues on the cutting-edge of 

fire investigation and litigation. We are pleased to feature preeminent fire science experts, dynamic trial 

lawyers, and savvy in-house professionals. Participate in a debate between leading and opposing experts on 

the significance of beading on post-fire conductors. Learn from actual demonstrations how state of the art 

technologies are used in field site and artifact investigations. Hear about the changes to NFPA 921 and 1033 and 

how they affect fire-fighting personnel and expert investigators in handling complex fire scenes, as well as their 

impact on surviving Daubert challenges. Listen to a preeminent medical expert on conscious pain and suffering. 

Supplement your knowledge on issues of jurisdiction and insurance as they relate to foreign corporations and 

to the defense of res ipsa and indeterminate defect cases. This is the premier seminar for those who defend 

fire litigation cases and those who investigate claims in the field and in the laboratory. This seminar will provide 

an invaluable opportunity to learn from and network with in-house industry personnel, leading experts in the 

field, and seasoned litigators.

Lisa P. Gruen 
Program Chair and SLG Chair

Jonathan S. Hickey  
Program Vice Chair and SLG Vice Chair

Patrick J. Sweeney 
Committee Chair

Anne M. Talcott 
Committee Vice Chair

Jeffrey A. Holmstrand 
Law Institute

PRESENTED BY  DRI’s Product Liability Committee’s Fire Science and 
Litigation Specialized Litigation Group (SLG)

WHAT YOU WILL LEARN

Insight from leading experts on the significance 
of beading on post-fire conductors
Highlights of changes to NFPA 921 and 1033 and 
their application to the management of complex 
fire scenes, investigations, and Daubert challenges
How leading attorneys, metallurgists, fire 
investigators, and electrical engineers use 
state-of-the-art tools and technologies in site 
documentation and artifact inspections
The latest developments affecting personal 
jurisdiction, foreign manufacturers, and key 
insurance and indemnity issues that can arise
Methods of determining whether a 
decedent’s death was caused by a crash or 
by the post-collision fire when evaluating 
claims for conscious pain and suffering
Practical tips on extinguishing the indeterminate 
cause, malfunction, and res ipsa defect claims
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WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 5 , 2014

6:00 p.m. Registration

6:00 p.m. Networking Reception
SPONSORED BY   Engineering Systems Inc. (ESI)

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 6 , 2014

Boarding Pass Kiosk
SPONSORED BY   Nelson Forensics

Device Charging Station
SPONSORED BY   Hawkins Parnell Thackston  

& Young LLP

7:00 a.m. Registration

7:00 a.m. Continental Breakfast

7:00 a.m. First-Time Attendees Breakfast

FIRE SCIENCE & LITIGATION SLG CHAIR | Lisa P. Gruen

8:00 a.m. Welcome and Introduction

Jeffrey A. Holmstrand , Flaherty Sensabaugh 
Bonasso PLLC, Wheeling, West Virginia

Patrick J. Sweeney , Sweeney & Sheehan PC, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

Lisa P. Gruen , Ericksen Arbuthnot, 
Los Angeles, California

8:15 a.m. Chapter 27 of NFPA 921: Complex Fire 
Scene Management and Evidence 
Processing—West, Texas, Explosion
Public authorities and private investigators 
faced numerous challenges in the scene man-
agement after the catastrophic 2013 explosion 
in West, Texas. Learn from actual participants 
how coordination between the many factions 
was accomplished and how Chapter 27 of NFPA 
921 was applied to process this huge scene.

Charles G. Keith, PE , Crane Engineering, 
Minneapolis, Minnesota

Joe Loya , Fairmont Specialty, Houston, Texas

John V. McCoy , McCoy Leavitt Laskey LLC, 
Waukesha, Wisconsin

9:10 a.m. Computer Models in Fire Analysis: 
The Illusion of Scientific Accuracy
Plaintiffs’ experts frequently use computer 
models, many available from the Internet, to 

lend the appearance of scientific accuracy to 
their conclusions. Understanding the limitations 
of these models and how to depose and cross-
examine the expert to expose these limitations 
can be crucial to defending your case.

Louis F. Bilancia, PE , HTRI Forensics, 
Newberg, Oregon

Thomas H. Case , Hennelly & Grossfeld LLP, 
San Francisco, California

10:00 a.m. Refreshment Break
SPONSORED BY   Burden Gulisano & Hickey LLC

10:20 a.m. Beaded Wire Crossfire
Is beading dispositive evidence of whether 
a wire was energized at the time of the fire? 
Is the NFPA 921 methodology using bead-
ing as the determinant scientifically sup-
ported? You will actively participate in and cast 
your ballot on the debate between the lead-
ing authorities on dueling scientific positions in 
this controversy.

MODERATOR | John P. “Jack” Freedenberg , 
Goldberg Segalla LLP, Buffalo, New York

Michael R. Keller, PE , ATF Fire Research 
Laboratory, Washington, D.C.

Richard J. Roby, Ph.D., PE , Combustion Science 
& Engineering Inc., Columbia, Maryland

12:00 p.m. Lunch (on your own)

1:15 p.m. From the 9-1-1 Call to Fire 
Department Clean-Up: A Primer on 
Emergency Communications and 
Fire Department Operations
This session will reveal what occurs after the 
9-1-1 call, until completion of the fire depart-
ment’s activities. You will learn what happens, 
what evidence and documentation is gener-
ated that may help your case, and the termi-
nology to allow you to interpret the evidence 
you uncover.

Timothy L. Mullin, Jr. , Miles & Stockbridge PC, 
Baltimore, Maryland

Stephanie L. Sullivan , Electric Insurance 
Company, Beverly, Massachusetts

P R O G R A M  S C H E D U L E
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2:05 p.m. Addressing the Uncalibrated 
Observation: Applying Engineering 
and Scientific Technology to Fire 
and Explosion Investigations
What is the state of the art for attorneys, met-
allurgists, fire investigators, and electrical engi-
neers in the field and at artifact inspections? 
Cutting-edge technologies will be discussed 
and demonstrated using actual case studies. 
See a hands-on demonstration of aerial drone 
documentation, output from laser/CT scanning, 
and capabilities of 3D cameras and printers.

Michael E. Stevenson, Ph.D., PE , Engineering 
Systems Inc., Norcross, Georgia

Gregg A. Tatarka , Wilson Elser Moskowitz 
Edelman & Dicker LLP, White Plains, New York

3:00 p.m. Refreshment Break
SPONSORED BY   Kightlinger & Gray LLP

3:15 p.m. Highlights of the 2014 changes 
to NFPA 921 and 1033
For the first time in the history of the two stan-
dards, new editions of each are debuting at the 
same time. Learn the highlights of the changes 
and observe that the standards have never 
been closer aligned or more important to fire 
investigation and litigation.

Randy Watson, IAAI-CFI, CFEI, CVFI , SEA Ltd., 
Lawrenceville, Georgia

3:55 p.m. The Relationship and Effect of NFPA 921 and 
1033 on the Fire and Legal Community
What are the practical limitations and pitfalls 
of the “scientific method” expert, as compared 
with the “firefighter/practical experience” 
expert, when conducting a suspected arson  
fire investigation? Learn from the litigator and 
firefighter’s perspectives.

Dana Donahue, CFEI, CFI , City of Phoenix Fire 
Department, Phoenix, Arizona

Donald L. Myles, Jr. , Jones Skelton &  
Hochuli PLC, Phoenix, Arizona

4:25 p.m. The Use and Misuse of NFPA921 
in Daubert Challenges
How do NFPA 921 and Daubert interact when 
prosecuting or defending a Daubert challenge? 
Learn the proper use, as well as the misuse 
by opposing experts, of NFPA 921. Receive tips 

from nationally known counsel and an expert 
on testing, the scientific method, and cognitive 
thinking, among other matters.

Daniel L. Churchward , Kodiak Fire & Safety 
Consulting Inc., Fort Wayne, Indiana

Sharon A. Luarde , Brouse McDowell, 
Cleveland, Ohio

5:00 p.m. Fire Science and Litigation Specialized 
Litigation Group Meeting (open to all)

6:00 p.m. Networking Reception
SPONSORED BY   Rimkus Consulting Group

7:30 p.m. Dine-Arounds  | Join colleagues and 
friends at selected restaurants for dinner 
(on your own). More details on-site.

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 7, 2014

Boarding Pass Kiosk 
SPONSORED BY   Nelson Forensics

Device Charging Station
SPONSORED BY   Hawkins Parnell Thackston  

& Young LLP

7:00 a.m. Registration

7:00 a.m. Continental Breakfast

8:00 a.m. Announcements

Jonathan S. Hickey , Burden Gulisano &  
Hickey LLC, Buffalo, NY

8:10 a.m. Suppression Systems and Alarm Companies—
Not the Cause, but Receiving the Blame
Alarms and sprinklers do not start fires, but are 
often blamed for the spread of the fire and the 
lack of an early warning. Allocating fault and dif-
ferentiating the damages attributable to both 
the cause of a fire and the systems designed to 
contain its spread will be addressed.

Scott Bailey , Koorsen Fire & Security, 
Indianapolis, Indiana

Thomas J. Jarzyniecki, Jr. , Kightlinger &  
Gray LLP, Indianapolis, Indiana

9:05 a.m. Forensic Investigation of Fatalities Involving 
Fires, Including Post-Collision Fires
Was the death caused by burn injury or by 
impact? The answer could significantly alter 
your client’s exposure. Hear from one of the 
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foremost medical experts on evidence of sur-
vival and resultant conscious pain and suffering 
in catastrophic plane crashes and post-crash 
automobile fires.

Thomas L. Bennett, M.D. , Forensic Medicine 
and Pathology PLLC, Billings, Montana

10:00 a.m. Refreshment Break
SPONSORED BY   Husch Blackwell LLP

10:15 a.m. “It Just Went Poof”—Handling 
Indeterminate Cause, Malfunction, 
and Res Ipsa Defect Claims
What to do when the plaintiffs add an elev-
enth-hour malfunction theory to rescue their 
case after their specific defect claim goes up in 
smoke. Is expert testimony permitted?

Christina M. Jones , McGuireWoods LLP, 
Richmond, Virginia

11:10 a.m. Ethics and Spoliation: Avoiding Blow-
Ups at Fire Scene Inspections
Site examinations present special and some-
times unanticipated ethical problems regarding 
the duties of both attorneys and fire investi-
gators for loyalty, candor to third parties, and 
avoidance of conflicts of interest. This presen-
tation identifies the issues and offers strategies 
to prevent site examinations from becoming 
spoliation and ethical hazards.

K. Scott Barnhill, PE , Investigative Forensic 
Specialists PLLC, Raleigh, North Carolina

Mark D. Katz , Coronado Katz LLC,  
Kansas City, Missouri

12:10 p.m. Exploring Recent Developments in 
the Law of Personal Jurisdiction over 
Foreign Product Manufacturers
What happens when a foreign manufacturer’s 
product causes fire or injury, but it has no con-
nection to the forum other than the fact that 
its product landed there in the stream of com-
merce? Learn recent developments in the law 
of personal jurisdiction and discuss the chal-
lenges in defending foreign companies in dis-
tant and unfamiliar forums.

Stephen P. Yoshida , Martin Bischoff Templeton 
Langslet & Hoffman LLP, Portland, Oregon

12:50 p.m. Unlocking the Mystery of the Foreign Supplier
Learn how to navigate the world of the foreign 
manufacturer and how to secure the docu-
ments and testimony necessary to defend your 
case. Practical issues that arise when dealing 
with indemnity and insurance in claims involv-
ing foreign manufacturers and suppliers will be 
discussed using actual case scenarios.

Ron Hall , Ron Hall & Associates Inc.,  
Rancho Cordova, California

Melissa M. Merlin , Husch Blackwell LLP, 
St. Louis, Missouri

Andrew Navarro , Sompo Japan Nipponkoa 
America, Charlotte, North Carolina

1:30 p.m. Adjourn

FA C U LT Y

Scott Bailey, vice president of Engineering and Technical 
Support for Koorsen Fire & Security in Indianapolis, is a prin-
cipal on the NFPA 170 and NFPA 2010 Technical Committees. 
He holds certifications from NICET in sprinkler layout and 
design; inspection, testing, and maintenance of water based 
systems; suppression systems; and fire alarm systems.

K. Scott Barnhill, PE, is the principal of Investigative Foren-
sic Specialists PLLC, a consulting engineering firm with labo-
ratory facilities in Raleigh, North Carolina. He has 30 years of 
forensic fire investigations experience. Mr. Barnhill concen-
trates on origin and cause determinations, primarily associ-

ated with major and portable appliances, as well as product 
testing and analysis.

Thomas L. Bennett, M.D., practices at Forensic Medicine 
and Pathology PLLC in Billings, Montana. A medical exam-
iner and pathologist for over 30 years, Dr. Bennett has per-
formed over 11,000 forensic autopsies and testified hundreds 
of times in the United States and overseas. He is board certi-
fied in anatomic, clinical, and forensic pathology.

Louis F. Bilancia is an electrical and electronic forensic and 
consulting engineer for HTRI Forensics in Newberg, Oregon.  
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turers of fire suppression equipment, as well as heating and 
cooling equipment. He is vice chair of DRI’s Fire Science and 
Litigation SLG.

Jeffrey A. Holmstrand, senior counsel with the Wheeling, 
West Virginia, office of Flaherty Sensabaugh Bonasso PLLC, 
focuses on defending product liability claims, pharmaceuti-
cal manufacturers, class actions, and complex insurance dis-
putes. Mr. Holmstrand is a member of DRI’s Law Institute.

Thomas J. Jarzyniecki, Jr., is a senior partner at Kightlinger 
& Gray LLP in Indianapolis, where he chairs the firm’s prod-
uct liability practice group. He focuses on product liabil-
ity, fire-related litigation, construction law, and insurance 
defense. He routinely handles subrogation cases dealing 
with fire-related property damage and fatalities.

Christina M. Jones is a partner at McGuireWoods LLP in  
Richmond, Virginia, practicing in the firm’s Product Liability 
and Mass Torts Department. She represents manufacturers, 
utility companies, and insurers in all stages of litigation.  
Ms. Jones is national counsel for product manufacturers in 
the gas and fire safety industries.

Mark D. Katz, a founder of Coronado Katz LLC in Kansas City, 
Missouri, is a trial attorney who helps clients resolve product 
liability claims in mediation, through arbitration, and at trial in 
Kansas and Missouri. He also defends clients in commercial and 
employment discrimination cases, and general liability cases.

Charles G. Keith, PE, is a senior chemical/mechanical engi-
neer at Crane Engineering in Minneapolis. He performs eval-
uations and failure analysis of gas- and oil-fired equipment 
and steam and hot water systems, and consults on safety 
protocol and code compliance. His responsibilities include 
large loss industrial explosion cases involving refineries and 
ethanol plants.

Michael R. Keller, PE, senior electrical engineer for the 
ATF Fire Research Laboratory in Washington, D.C., has per-
formed or supervised more than 300 experiments involv-
ing the physical and electrical response of conductors that 
are exposed to heat and fire. He co-authored “An Analysis 
of Heat Flux Induced Arc Formation a Residential Electrical 
Cable,” Fire Safety Journal, January 2013.

Joe Loya, assistant vice president—claims of Fairmont Spe-
cialty in Houston, has 30 years of claims experience with 
property and casualty insurers. For the past 10 years, he has 
managed the company’s specialty lines claims operation, 

He has investigated and testified in areas including fire 
investigation, computer modeling, arc-fault mapping, appli-
ance malfunction, and electrocution and electrical injury.  
Mr. Bilancia has taught classes to various state chapters of 
the International Association of Arson Investigators.

Thomas H. Case, a partner in the San Francisco office of  
Hennelly & Grossfeld LLP, has been with the firm since 1998. 
He concentrates on general business litigation, specializing 
in product liability and business torts. He is the co-author of 
Designing an Effective Products Liability Compliance  
Program (West 2013).

Daniel L. Churchward, president of Kodiak Fire & Safety Con-
sulting Inc. in Fort Wayne, Indiana, has a degree in electrical 
engineering technology. He has been a fire origin and cause 
investigator since 1972. Mr. Churchward is a former chair and 
current member emeritus of the NFPA 921 Technical Commit-
tee on Fire Investigations.

Dana Donahue, CFEI, CFI, is captain paramedic of the  
Phoenix Fire Department and a 27-year veteran. As a cap-
tain, she worked 10 years as a fire investigator, investigating 
over 600 fires as a case manager and assisting on over 1,000 
more. She is an Arizona Peace Officer in good standing.

John P. “Jack” Freedenberg, CFEI, founding partner of  
Goldberg Segalla LLP in Buffalo, New York, focuses on prod-
uct liability, catastrophic personal injury, and intellectual 
property litigation. He serves as national coordinating coun-
sel for two major manufacturers. Mr. Freedenberg is a past 
chair of DRI’s Product Liability Committee.

Lisa P. Gruen, a partner with Ericksen Arbuthnot in Los 
Angeles, defends product liability, catastrophic personal 
injury, and large property loss lawsuits with an emphasis 
on fire litigation. She chairs DRI’s Product Liability Commit-
tee Fire Science and Litigation SLG and is the program chair 
for this seminar.

Ron Hall of Ron Hall & Associates Inc. owns an internationally 
recognized fire investigation firm based in Rancho Cordova, 
California. He has over 40 years’ experience investigating 
fires. Mr. Hall is past president of the California Conference 
of Arson Investigators and past director of the International 
Association of Arson Investigators.

Jonathan S. Hickey, a partner with Burden Gulisano & Hickey 
LLC in Buffalo, New York, defends product manufacturers 
and transportation companies. He also defends manufac-
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comprised of propane, fuel oil, petroleum, explosives, agri-
culture, and transportation.

Sharon A. Luarde, a partner at Brouse McDowell in Cleveland,  
chairs its product liability group. She handles class action 
lawsuits, mass tort cases, and product liability lawsuits 
involving property damage and serious personal injury.  
Ms. Luarde is experienced in defending manufacturers 
involved in fire litigation.

John V. McCoy, managing partner of McCoy Leavitt Laskey 
LLC, works out of the firm’s Waukesha, Wisconsin, office. He 
has a national practice involving catastrophic fires and explo-
sion cases, including product liability related matters. In his 
29 years of practice, he has handled over 500 of these cases.

Melissa M. Merlin, a partner in the St. Louis office of Husch 
Blackwell LLP, works with consumer product and automotive 
suppliers to defend wrongful death and catastrophic injury 
cases. She has been recognized nationally by BTI Consulting 
Group for her delivery of outstanding client service.

Timothy L. Mullin, Jr., is a trial, appellate, and regulatory 
lawyer with Miles & Stockbridge PC in Baltimore. He defends 
product liability cases, especially fire, burn, electrocution, 
and electric shock cases; advises clients on compliance with 
the Consumer Product Safety Act; and represents them 
before the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission.

Donald L. Myles, Jr., a partner with Jones Skelton & Hochuli 
PLC in Phoenix, concentrates on insurance coverage, bad 
faith, professional liability, and cyber liability. An active DRI 
and ABOTA member, he is the past president of the Arizona 
Association of Defense Counsel and the USLAW Network.

Andrew Navarro is a senior claims specialist at Sompo Japan 
Nipponkoa America (SJNKA) in Charlotte, North  
Carolina, one of the largest insurers in the world. His high-
stakes product liability claims practice focuses on fire cases 
and other litigation involving products manufactured 
domestically and abroad, including building, automotive, 
and consumer products.

Richard J. Roby, Ph.D., PE, is the managing member of LPP 
Combustion LLC and co-inventor of the LPP technology.  
Dr. Roby has nearly 10 years of management experience as 
president and technical director of Combustion Science & 
Engineering Inc. in Columbia, Maryland.

Michael E. Stevenson, Ph.D., PE, is the CEO of Engineer-
ing Systems Inc. in Norcross, Georgia, and a principal in the 
mechanics and materials practice group. His expertise lends 
itself to investigating failures or damage to a system, com-
ponent, or material in all industries, and often investigates 
metallurgical aspects of fires and explosions.

Stephanie L. Sullivan is a litigation manager at Electric 
Insurance Company in Beverly, Massachusetts, where she 
manages general liability claims and litigation on behalf of 
General Electric Company worldwide. Previously, she was in 
private practice in Boston, primarily defending product lia-
bility manufacturers.

Patrick J. Sweeney, a partner with Sweeney & Sheehan PC 
in Philadelphia, concentrates on transportation, product lia-
bility, and general liability matters. Mr. Sweeney is the past 
president of the Pennsylvania Defense Institute. He is a for-
mer DRI board member and currently chairs DRI’s Product 
Liability Committee.

Anne M. Talcott, a shareholder at Schwabe Williamson & 
Wyatt PC in Portland, Oregon, focuses on complex business, 
product liability, and pharmaceutical litigation. Ms. Talcott is 
licensed in Oregon and Washington. She is the vice chair of 
DRI’s Product Liability Committee.

Gregg A. Tatarka, an attorney with Wilson Elser Moskowitz 
Edelman & Dicker LLP in White Plains, New York, specializes 
in fire litigation involving product liability. He has defended 
manufacturers, distributors, and retailers of consumer elec-
tronics and gas-fired appliances in litigation and arbitra-
tion hearings.

Randy Watson, IAAI-CFI, CFEI, CVFI, is a senior fire investi-
gator and regional manager with SEA Ltd. in Lawrenceville, 
Georgia. He chairs the NFPA’s Technical Committee on Fire 
Investigation and serves on the NFPA Technical Committee 
on Fire Investigator Professional Qualifications.

Stephen P. Yoshida is a partner at Martin Bischoff Temple-
ton Langslet & Hoffman LLP in Portland, Oregon. He defends 
manufacturers, financial institutions, and businesses in tort, 
product liability, breach of contract, and employment mat-
ters. He is licensed to practice in state and federal courts in 
Oregon and Washington.



6

F i r e  S c i e n c e  a n d  L i t i g a t i o n  S e m i n a r   |   N o v e m b e r  6 –7,  2 0 1 4
G

E
N

E
R

A
L

 I
N

F
O

R
M

A
T

IO
N

G E N E R A L  I N F O R M AT I O N

CLE/CLAIMS ADJUSTERS 
ACCREDITATION

This seminar has been approved for MCLE credit by the State 
Bar of California in the amount of 11 hours, including 1 hour 
of ethics credit. Accreditation has been requested from 
every state with mandatory continuing legal education (CLE) 
requirements. Certificates of attendance will be provided to 
each attendee. Attendees are responsible for obtaining CLE 
credits from their respective states. Application has been 
made for continuing education for claims adjusters. Credit 
availability and requirements vary from state to state; please 
check the DRI website at dri.org for the latest information 
for your state.

REGISTRATION

The registration fee is $755 for members and those who join 
DRI when registering and $985 for nonmembers. The reg-
istration fee includes course materials, continental break-
fasts, refreshment breaks, networking receptions, and access 
to the DRI app. If you wish to have your name appear on the 
registration list distributed at the conference and receive the 
course materials in advance, DRI must receive your registra-
tion by October 17, 2014 (please allow 10 days for processing). 
Registrations received after October 17, 2014, will be pro-
cessed on-site.

REFUND POLICY

The registration fee is fully refundable for cancellations 
received on or before October 17, 2014. Cancellations received 
after October 17 and on or before October 24, 2014, will 
receive a refund, less a $100 processing fee. Cancellations 
made after October 24 will not receive a refund, but the 
course materials on CD-ROM and a $100 certificate good for 
any DRI seminar within the next 12 months will be issued. All 
cancellations and requests for refunds must be made in writ-
ing. Fax (312.795.0747 or email (seminars@dri.org ) to DRI’s 
Accounting Department. Processing of refunds will occur 
within four weeks after the date of the seminar. All refunds 
will be processed in the same method that the payment was 
received. Substitutions may be made at any time without 
charge and must be submitted in writing.

HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS

A limited number of discounted hotel rooms have been  
made available at the FireSky Resort, 4925 North Scottsdale  
Road, Scottsdale, Arizona 85251. For reservations, visit  
dri.org and go to the Fire Science and Litigation Seminar 
page or contact the hotel directly at 480.945.7666. Please 
mention DRI’s Fire Science and Litigation Seminar to take 
advantage of the group rate of $219 Single/Double. The hotel 
block is limited and rooms and rates are available on a first-
come, first-served basis. You must make reservations by 

October 8, 2014, to be eligible for the group rate. Requests for 
reservations made after October 8 are subject to room and 
rate availability.

SPECIAL DISCOUNTS

Group Discount
The first and second registrations from the same firm or 
company are subject to the fees outlined previously. The 
registration fee for additional registrants from the same 
firm or company is $695, regardless of membership sta-
tus. All registrations must be received at the same time 
to receive the discount.

In-House Counsel
In-house counsel are eligible for free registration to DRI 
seminars. In-house counsel are defined as licensed attor-
neys, who are employed exclusively by a corporation or 
other private sector organization for the purpose of pro-
viding legal representation and counsel only to that corpo-
ration, its affiliates and subsidiaries. In order to qualify for 
free registration, the individual must also be a DRI member 
and a member of DRI’s Corporate Counsel Committee. Offer 
excludes the DRI Annual Meeting.

Claims Executives
Any member of DRI employed as a claims professional by a 
corporation or insurance company, who spends a substan-
tial portion of his or her professional time hiring or super-
vising outside counsel in the representation of business, 
insurance companies or their insureds, associations or gov-
ernmental entities in civil litigation, will be entitled to free 
attendance at any DRI program. Nonmember claims exec-
utives should contact DRI’s Customer Service at 312.795.1101 
for details. Offer excludes DRI Annual Meeting.

Travel Discounts
DRI offers discounted meeting fares on various major 
air carriers for DRI’s Fire Science and Litigation Semi-
nar attendees. To receive these discounts, please con-
tact Hobson Travel Ltd., DRI’s official travel provider, at 
800.538.7464. As always, to obtain the lowest available 
fares, early booking is recommended.

The taping or recording of DRI seminars is prohibited without 
the written permission of DRI.
Speakers and times may be subject to last-minute changes.
A small portion of your room rate offsets the costs of 
the seminar.
DRI policy provides there will be no group functions 
sponsored by others in connection with its seminars.
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July 17–18 Appellate Advocacy
The Westin Chicago River North, Chicago, IL

July 24–25 Class Actions
Marriott Marquis Washington, D.C.,  
Washington, D.C.

July 24–25 Government Enforcement and 
Corporate Compliance
Marriott Marquis Washington, D.C.,  
Washington, D.C.

September 10–12 Construction Law 
Hard Rock Hotel San Diego, San Diego, CA

September 11–12 Data Breach and Privacy Law
Conrad Chicago, Chicago, IL 

September 18–19 Nursing Home Litigation
Swissôtel Chicago, Chicago, IL

October 22–26 Annual Meeting
San Francisco Marriott, San Francisco, CA

November 6–7 Asbestos Medicine
Hilton San Francisco Union Square,  
San Francisco, CA

November 6–7 Fire Science and Litigation
FireSky Resort, Scottsdale, AZ

November 13–14 Complex Medicine
The Westin San Diego, San Diego, CA

December 4–5 Insurance Coverage & Practice
New York Marriott Marquis, New York, NY

December 4–5 Professional Liability
New York Marriott Marquis, New York, NY

DIVERSITY AND INCLUSION IN DRI :  
A STATEMENT OF PRINCIPLE

DRI is the largest international membership organization of attorneys defending the 
 interests of business and individuals in civil litigation.

Diversity is a core value at DRI. Indeed, diversity, which includes sexual orientation, is 
 fundamental to the success of the organization, and we seek out and embrace the innumerable benefits and contribu-
tions that the perspectives, backgrounds, cultures, and life experiences a diverse membership provides.

Inclusiveness is the chief means to increase the diversity of DRI’s membership and leadership positions. DRI’s members 
and potential leaders are often also members and leaders of other defense organizations. Accordingly, DRI encourages all 
national, state, and local defense organizations to promote diversity and inclusion in their membership and leadership.

2 0 1 5  S E M I N A R  S C H E D U L E

January 29–30 Civil Rights and Governmental 
Tort Liability
Hard Rock Hotel San Diego, San Diego, CA

February 4–6 Product Liability Conference
The Cosmopolitan of Las Vegas,  
Las Vegas, NV

March 12–13 Medical Liability and Health Care Law 
Parc 55 Wyndham San Francisco, 
San Francisco, CA

March 18–20 Trial Tactics 
Caesars Palace Las Vegas, Las Vegas, NV

March 26–27 Insurance Coverage and Claims Institute
Chicago Marriott Downtown, Chicago, IL

March 26–27 Toxic Torts and Environmental Law
Hilton Austin Hotel, Austin, TX

April 15–17 Life, Health, Disability and ERISA Claims
Marriott Marquis Washington D.C.,  
Washington, D.C.

May 6–8 Employment and Labor Law
Omni Scottsdale Resort at Montelucia,  
Scottsdale, AZ
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DRI wishes to thank our sponsors for their support at this year’s seminar!

™



Download 
the New 
DRI App!

Search 
DRI App 
in your 
App Store

Fire Science and Litigation Seminar
November 6–7, 2014 
FireSky Resort | Scottsdale, Arizona 
For inclusion on the preregistration list and to receive course materials in advance, register by October 17, 2014.

FORMAL NAME TITLE

NAME (as you would l ike it to appear on badge)

COMPANY/FIRM/L AW SCHOOL

ADDRESS

CIT Y STATE/PROVINCE ZIP/POST CODE

TELEPHONE FAX

EMAIL

Please list any special needs 

Are you a first-time attendee at this DRI seminar?   Yes   No

How many attorneys  
are in your firm? 

What is your primary  
area of practice? 

REGISTRATION FEE

Registration fee includes seminar attendance, networking events, course materials, and access to the DRI app. DRI will email 
a link to download the course materials to all registrants two weeks in advance of the seminar. The CD will be included in the 
registration packet on-site. You can order additional copies by checking the appropriate box below or going online at dri.org.

 Member $755

 Nonmember $985

 Government Member $500

 Law Student Member FREE

 In-House Counsel Member* FREE

 Claims Executive Member* FREE

 Group Discount* $695 (*as defined on page 6)

ADDITIONAL COURSE MATERIALS

 Member $75  Nonmember $95
(Illinois residents, please add 9.25% sales tax. Shipping charges for U.S. and Canada only: $6.50) 

PAYMENT METHOD

 My check for  (USD) is enclosed.

 Please charge my   VISA   MasterCard   American Express.

Card #   Exp. Date 

Signature 

Please remit payment by MAIL to: 
DRI 
72225 Eagle Way, Chicago, IL 60678-7252

Please remit payment by COURIER to: 
JP Morgan, Attn: DRI #72225 
131 S. Dearborn, 6th Floor, Chicago, IL 60603

PHONE: 312.795.1101 | FAX: 312.795.0749 | EMAIL: seminars@dri.org | WEB: dri.org

3400-0103-21 
Fire Science

2014-0103B



55 West Monroe Street   |   Suite 2000   |   Chicago, IL 60603 USA

PRSRT STD 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
DRI

IN-HOUSE AND EXPERT SPEAKERS INCLUDING

Scott Bailey 
Koorsen Fire & Security

Thomas L. Bennett,  M.D. 
Forensic Medicine and 
Pathology PLLC

Michael R. Keller, PE 
ATF Fire Research Laboratory

Joe Loya  
Fairmont Specialty

Andrew Navarro 
Sompo Japan Nipponkoa America

Richard J. Roby, Ph.D., PE 
Combustion Science & 
Engineering Inc.

Stephanie L. Sullivan 
Electric Insurance Company

For inclusion on the preregistration list and to receive course 
materials in advance, register by October 17, 2014.

FREE REGISTRATION for  
DRI In-House Counsel and Claims Executives. 
See page 6 for details.


